
The History of Maxville 

 

    "A hem, a hai, a hex, a we, a hi, a double hell, and a he."  That may not look like 
it spells Maxville, but according to Joseph Scafe, it sounds like it.  Joseph Scafe 
was one of the early settlers of a small town named Maxville. 

    The United States government deeded the land where Maxville is to a man 
named William Bean in 1855.  In that same year John Lafferty, Geo. King, Abbott 
Reed, Michael Aaron, and Rev. Edward Doughty came to settle Maxville.  In 1856 
Barney McDonough, William Allison, Jas. Mair, and Herman Fuller 
arrived.  Coleman and Maxvell arrived in 1857 with cattle, horses, and household 
goods.  Those two men really got Maxville on its feet.  In 1858, at the annual 
meeting of the county board, the name of the town was officially 
Maxville.   Maxville was named after Mr. Maxvell. 

    Most of the early settlers came to Maxville because of its rich prairies and 
plentiful crops.  Throughout the years, though, the prairies lost some of their 
prosperity.  These fields may have lost there prosperity because earlier farmers 
didn't know the importance of rotating their crops. As a result, some of the earlier 
settlers moved to the bluffs or just plain moved away. 

    In 1896 Andy McDonough built an immense brick house in Maxville.  Then, 26 
years later in 1922, McDonough sold the home to Mr. Andrew Castleberg and his 
brother, Mr. Lutzie Castleberg. 

    Andrew Castleberg built a slaughterhouse and, by using the ice he stored each 
winter,  built a walk-in cooler which was quite and innovation for the day.  Later 
he also constructed a store and a feed mill.  A hall was located near the mill where 
the Woodmen and Royal Neighbors would hold meetings. 

    In 1944, just when the people of Maxville thought the town was beginning to 
flourish, a fire swept through the town.  This fire annihilated the mill and store.  It 
also spread to the tall elm and pine trees in the back of the mill and destroyed the 
brick house. 



    Afterward, the town attracted two car dealerships, one  Plymouth and one 
DeSoto.  These dealerships were owned by Joseph Prissel, who had also owned a 
blacksmith shop. 

Around the 1950's the Gifford family moved into town and 
did a little remodeling.  A house and a tavern, which had 
been on the west side of the road, was moved over onto 
the east side.  These buildings were remade into a store 
and a residence.  The Giffords also reconstructed the mill 
that was lost in the fire.  Gordon Gifford ran a mobile 

service. (In the picture from left to right: David, town clerk; Gordon, holding 11-
month-old son, Steven; Charles; Mrs. James (Mary Ellen) Dorchester, and Mrs. 
Gifford, standing against mobile mill.) 

    If you visit Maxville today, unfortunately, you won't find much.  All that is left of 
Maxville is the Pepin County Alternative School, which is still in use, and maybe a 
few scattered homes.  
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